MATCH REPORTS

18th January 2009

Venceremos 1-4 Harlington 

The Junior Vs started life in Div 4 with a defeat at the hands of a well organised Harlington side. Following an even start to the game, Harlington took the lead after 10 minutes but the Junior Vs fought back well with Alfie firing home after good work from Ishmael. During the remainder of the half, Harlington gradually took command and deservedly scored a further two goals. In the second half a much improved display from the boys should have brought some reward but near misses and excellent goalkeeping from the Harlington keeper meant that the opposition hung on to their lead. Indeed a breakaway goal shortly before the final whistle gave the scoreline a misleading look. Special mention to John who played in an unfamiliar position in defence in the second half and did very well.

25th January 2009

St Josephs 2-0 Venceremos

In very difficult conditions, the Junior Vs were slightly unfortunate to lose to two first half strikes to a St Joseph's side which had played in Div 3 in phase 1 and finished around mid-table. 

The boys had their chances in the first half spurred on by an excellent display from Ryan but were less clinical than their opponents who appeared more confident in front of goal and went in 2-0 up. In the second half despite their best efforts the Junior Vs were unable to find the back of the net with the conditions playing their part as passes ended up stuck in various puddles! Nonetheless, this was a battling display that augurs well for the future. Special mention to the back three of Owen, John and Max who were generally excellent.

1st February 2009

Venceremos 1-0 Parkfield

In a tense game, a single goal earned the Junior Vs victory against a decent Parkfield side. Parkfield started the game strongly with only good defending and alert goalkeeping from Owen keeping the scores level. The boys took the lead 15 minutes into the game after a solo effort from Alfie following a strong run from the back. During the remainder of the half the Vs came more into the game inspired by another tremendous performance from Ryan. The boys worked really hard in the second half and could have increased their lead with Ben displaying good strength up front. The defensive partnership of John who was again excellent and Alfie worked well largely restricting the opposition to long range shots ensuring a very welcome clean sheet. Special mention to Jordan who played well in his first game of the year but congratulations to all the boys who displayed an excellent attitude on another cold Sunday.

15th February 2009

Harrow St M 1-3 Venceremos 

An excellent team performance with good displays from everyone ensured a deserved victory for the Junior Vs. The boys dominated early on but were unable to score and HSM took the lead with a well worked goal after 15 minutes. In the second half the boys maintained their belief driven on by a battling display from Reg and a determined performance from Max. Alfie equalised after good work from Ryan then fired the boys into the lead. With 5 minutes remaining a fantastic run from Ishmael resulted in a shot from Alfie being headed home by Ben, the Junior Vs first ever headed goal. Despite the heavy conditions the boys passed very well at times and continued their improved form. Special mention to the HSM referee who did an excellent job.

22nd February 2009

Gibbons Wreckers 0-1 Venceremos 
A performance of character and determination against some physically strong opponents ensured an excellent win for the Junior Vs thanks to a goal 5 minutes from time.
Gibbons started the game strongly but good defensive work and alert goalkeeping from Owen ensured that the game remained scoreless. The boys maintained their work rate with an impressive performance from Jordan ably supported by the returning William and Nevan. During the latter stages of the half the Junior Vs came more into the game and this continued after half time. With 10 minutes remaining Alfie's free kick struck the angle of crossbar and post then Ben's tremendous display was rewarded when he slotted home John's slide rule pass.  The boys defended well during the remaining minutes and this was another gutsy display from the team. Special mention to Ishmael and Max who both did very well when playing in defence. Well done too to the parents who found the ground with or without sat nav!!

28th February 2009

Greenford Celtic 2-0 Venceremos
The Junior Vs went down to two second half goals in Saturday's rearranged game.  Venceremos had some decent opportunities in the first half although Greenford always looked the stronger side. The boys worked hard with John tremendous in defence and Jordan making a number of brave challenges but generally Greenford were first to the ball. A swift counter attack resulted in Greenford taking the lead 10 minutes after the break and the win was sealed with a second 8 minutes from time. Greenford were probably the best side we've faced in either phase and to their credit our boys never gave up.
1st March 2009

Venceremos 5-0 Ruislip Rangers

The Junior Vs bounced back from Saturday's defeat with an ultimately comprehensive win against Ruislip Rangers who were in Division 3 in phase 1. Rangers started the game strongly with Venceremos indebted to a fantastic save from Owen. At the back, Nevan outstanding throughout and John constantly made important tackles. Slightly against the run of play, Venceremos opened the scoring midway through the half when William's tackle released Ryan on a typically jinking run which ended with a cool finish. Five minutes later some good interplay in midfield set Ishmael through for a classy finish. After the break, Rangers kept pressing but the boys extended their lead when Ben drove an excellent shot into the bottom corner. William then won another tackle and the ball eventually fell to Alfie who finished well. With minutes remaining John tapped home after the Rangers' keeper was unable to hold Alfie's free kick. Special mention of Max who played in an unfamiliar midfield role but made some important interceptions and Ishmael whose pace was a constant threat throughout. This was an excellent all round display with hard work and some good passing making it a really impressive team performance. Credit to Rangers who played their part and never gave up despite the scoreline.

8th March 2009

Brentham 4-0 Venceremos 

A disappointing performance and 3 goals in the final 3 minutes condemned the Junior Vs to their heaviest defeat of the season. After an even start with both side having chances Brentham took the lead with a long range shot. The boys had a number of half chances before the break but failed to convert these. After half time Brentham's defence remained solid despite driving runs from Reg and Ryan. With minutes remaining Brentham scored a second and two more in the last couple of minutes which gave the scoreline a somewhat flattering look. That being said Brentham played the better football and deserved their win.

15th March 2009

Venceremos 1-2 Ickenham 

The Junior Vs lost by the odd goal in an excellent game against Ickenham Youth. The boys battled hard early on but Ickenham's greater experience showed and they scored with a header from a very good cross. Shortly afterwards the boys were level after a jinking run and superb finish from Ryan. For the remainder of the half Alfie and John stood firm at the back until just before the break when Ickenham restored their advantage with a volleyed finish. In the second half the Junior Vs had the upper hand but Ickenham always looked dangerous on the break and Owen needed to remain alert. Unfortunately the boys didn't get the equaliser which their effort deserved but this was a much improved performance against a decent side. Special mention to Daniel who impressed on his league debut.

22nd March 2009

Venceremos 0-1 Greenford Celtic

A second half penalty gave league leaders Greenford Celtic a narrow victory despite another spirited display from the boys. Greenford who had won 7-1 in the league the previous day started confidently but excellent defensive work kept them at bay and Venceremos had chances of their own as the half progressed. In the second half the pattern was maintained and Greenford took the lead from the penalty spot but the boys responded really well creating a number of good chances. The equaliser proved elusive but this was a very encouraging display and maintains the progress the team has shown throughout the season.

29th March 2009

Venceremos 0-4 AFC Wembley

Despite playing some of their best football of the season at times, the Junior Vs suffered a harsh defeat at the hands of high flyng AFC Wembley. In an even opening the boys were very unlucky not to take the lead when Ryan's free kick struck the bar and shortly after conceded a soft goal from a corner. For the first 15 minutes of the second half the boys played well and created a number of good chances but failed to equalise. In the latter stages Wembley's power told and they scored three goals which resulted in a scoreline which didn't reflect the game. The second phase has been a significant step up in quality and the boys have generally acquitted themselves well playing against more experienced sides, indeed the club should be proud of their achievements in their first season of competitive football. 

